of & dasign prototype baing
shown early next year, Thera
nave bean a few Interasting
takes on this sacred mission
2010 Volkswagen New Beetle 2 © o somebesedreport
adly on the infamous river
ot "leaked sketches™ from
nce or twice evary six months since the VW design offices in Woltsburg or Santa Monica

revaal of the Volkswagen Ragster concept 'he image you see hare is based on a convearsation
at the January 2005 Morth Amencan had recenthy with the guy who would know, VW Group
International Auto Show, an accomplished design boss Walter de’Silva. The upshot is that, first:
skatch artist has bean commissionad by an accom yes, the New Beetle £ 15 happening, soma thirteen
plished car magazine 10 create the New Beatle 2 that wvears after the launch of the New Beotle wa have
YW owill bring us as a 2010 modal, and parhaps will today, Sacond: it may seem from these illustrations
show us in near-final form as early as the November that it will change little, but actually, every single bit on
2008 Los Angeles Auto Show, Rumaors abound, too, the car is eithar tweaked or complately rethought. Just

By Matt Davis

llustrations by Poblete

as the New Beetla has always been built in Puabla,
Mexico, using the VW global PQ324 architecture sean
also undar the Gaolf IV and the criginal Audi TT, tha
second-genaration New Beetle will stay in Mexico and
use the latest PO35 rniding beneath the GolffRabbit
V, the new TT, and the upcoming Tiguan small SUV,
along with the upcorming Scirecco and 2009 Galf VI,
Combining the dimensional growth of the Golf/
Rabbit V and the re-proportioning of the new TT profile
to render it less cutasy and maora grown up (main-
gtraam, if vou like), the next New Beetle moves the
cabin back a bit and uses the slightly flattened roof look
sean on the Ragster, Add to that a wheelbase stretched
from the current 98.8 inches to & more Rabb-like 101
inchas, and rear seat passengers will finally be able 10
g1t upright and not scuft the roar iner or pruise thair
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2010 VOLKSWAGEN NEW BEETLE 2

kneacaps. |n addition, the rearward
portion of the side panels over the back
wheeal wells 1s pushed out a bit, again
giving the Beetle a more businesslike
stance and not so much of that aging
Candyland look. This changea, in turn,
anes rear passengers hip and shoulder
rocm they have always naeded.

Besidaes helping rear passengers,
these changes at last give the next Mew
Beetle some blankety-blank cargo room,
Whereas the current car boasts a cargo
held of just twelve cubic feet—and just
five cubic feat on the convertible—
the MNew Beetle 2 will start the space
race at a more Rabbit-y sixteen cubic
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The currant Mew Beetla is all babw-Tat
symmeatrical curves, but NB2 takes on
more herifage ovartones and sportiness.

feat. Plus, the rear seat arrangament
will be much more flexible to expand
upon that, For the convartible, dua
out as a 2011 model, cargo space will
be less compromised via an all-newy
afficient automatic roof systam with
a cleanly integrated tonneau cover.
Extericr detailing and lighting design
will hearkan back more convincingly 10
the original Bug, with design contours
kinked into both the engine and trunk
lids to remind us of the hantage more
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| 2010 VOLKSWAGEN MEW BEETLE 2

The future greanhouss
takes a rearward

hias, and bodywark
reflects the neead for
MOre PASSEngar Spaces
and luggage room.

sa than the cur-
rent Mew Boatle
has ever donea. In
anothaer effort to
render the whole
less Betty Boop,
air intakes in the
front are set 1o get
rmore autharitative. This is also a hint
at the fact that Volkswagen is talking
about both GTI and R32 models for
this all-new Beatle. Mot only this, but
thare 13 also abundant buzz of a 4Mo
tion all-wheael-drive edition, a four-door
possibility, plus a station wagaon and
small pickup for world markets. And,
yas, thare will be an optional ragtop
as seen here offered for the coupe.
Along sportiar ines, the chassis will
algo gat the latast compact multilink
setup at all corners, while the transvarse
angine salecthon will immediately include
the 2.0-liter TFSI as seen in tha new
Audi TT and the GTI. The current 2.5-liter
inline-five goes the way that all just-okay
things go, to be replaced by an as-yat
unspecified angine for North American
base modals. The next iteration of tha
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dual-clutch DSG paddie-shift transmission

will also be avallable on loaded versions.
The real point here is that Volkswagen

more than anything else needs a

Mini-asgue phanomenon 1o happen

at this segment of the market, and the

New Beetle 2 is going to be it. Right

now, VW I3 undargoing major internal

rencvations, and finally making the New

Beatle work harder for the company

wiorldwide is key to satshyang the bold

corporate goal of reaching Toyota in both

productivity and profitability by 2018.
Look for a base S-trim MNew

Beetle 2 to have an M5SRP of

aropund $18 500, while the convart:

ibla will start at nearly $25,000.
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